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Editorial 
Welcome to our July edition.  

It is good to see some real communication going on in our 
magazine, some local and some more wide-reaching.  This is 
the sort of ‘Community Glue’ that we hope to provide through 
these pages. 

There is good news about the progress with the new village 
hall and especially that the work is being sourced from a local 
building firm. This is a special part of the country and has its 
own unique character.  Let’s hope we can keep it! 

We are pleased to see the Arts Festival suggesting new 
ideas with ‘the right to a view’ being foremost among many 
ways you may be able to contribute.  The idea has much 
power and we hope you will take part. 

The piece from Quantock Medical Centre is worth your 
proper attention as many of us use their services. 

The school trip to Minehead is a lovely piece, hearing the 
children having a real, not screen, adventure with the 
inevitable ups and downs (being wet) and something they will 
remember for a very long time to come.  Well done school! 

The Glebe Field developers drop-in session is worth putting 
in your diaries if you have views to express.  Remember that 
the developers are from a totally different part of the country 
– and may not understand life in rural West Somerset . . . Let 
them know! 

Finally, well done  Allan Searle, and thanks for everything 
that you do, and have done, for our community. 

Editorial Team 

Deadline for AUGUST contributions: 
10.00 am Monday 15th July 

Stogursey-Online.uk  
This is the parish website.  It hosts pages for events, 
societies, community links and Parish Council news . 
You can post local upcoming events on the parish website 
www.stogursey-online.uk   

Stogursey News is posted every month on the website -  
useful if the delivery of your paper copy is delayed.

Stogursey News  
This is an independent voluntary initiative.  It is printed free 
of charge as a contribution to the community by Hinkley 
Point B (EdF).   
The News offers an extra page monthly for the use of 
Hinkley Point C (EdF) to keep local residents well-informed.   

How to contribute to Stogursey News: 
a)  by email: 

Prepare your contribution as a ‘word’ 
document. 
Attach it to an email. 
Send it to  stogurseynews@hotmail.co.uk 

b) by hand: 
Write or type your contribution. 
Put it into the ‘Stogursey News’ box in the 
Post Office. 

A few points to remember: 
• Submit your  contribution by the deadline 

date. 
• Keep within the 500-word limit. 
• Provide your contact details so that we can 

get in touch if we need to edit.                           
(Stogursey News Team reserves the right to 
edit contributions for length and layout.) 

• Send your contribution each and every month 
you would like it published. 

• Your illustrations must be copyright free.  
(Stogursey News will not be liable for costs 
resulting from prosecution if this condition is 
ignored.)  

We look forward to receiving your contributions. 
Thank you

Distributors 
The magazine is distributed to every household in the 
parish by a team of magnificent volunteers.  We are most 
grateful to our distributors:

Belinda Crowther 
Catherine Hawkins 
Deborah Robins 
Dick Blomfield 
Heather Hallett 
Jackie Lucas 
Jan Ford 
Jane Cassidy 
Janet Mitchell 

Joy Burt 
Linda Brown 
Liz  & Ron Dyer 
Paul Welbourne 
Pauline Webber 
Peter & Barbara Oates 
Sue Spicer 
Terry Touchin 
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Diary 2019 

July
  1st July 
  4th July 
  5th July 
  6th July 
10th July 
10th July 
10th July 
13th July 
17th July 
24th July 
24th July

Glebefield Developers’ Drop-In session 
Mobile Library visit 
EDF:  Monthly Drop-In 
Summer Fair 
Forget-me-not Café 
West Somerset Employment Hub 
Parish Council meeting 
Summer BBQ 
EDF: Main Site Forum 
West Somerset Employment Hub 
Forget-me-not Café

Youth Club 
as per schedule 
Babbling Brook, Shurton 
School Field 
Church Rooms 
Greyhound Inn 
Youth Club or V. Hall 
Fishers, Shurton 
to be announced 
Greyhound Inn 
Church Rooms

5.00 - 7.00 pm 
as per schedule 

12 noon - 1.00 pm 
2.00 - 4.00 pm 

10.30am - 12 noon 
9.30 am - 12 noon 

7.15 pm 
5.00 pm 
7.00 pm 

9.30 am - 12 noon 
10.30 - 12 noon

August
  7th August 
17th August

Forget-me-not Café 
Cream Teas

Church Rooms 
Stoke House, High St

10.30am - 12 noon 
3.00 - 5.00 pm

September
21st Sept 
27th Sept

Safari Supper 
Organ Concert

meet Church Rooms  
St Andrew’s Church

6.00 pm 
evening

Regular Events

Monday
Stogursey Surgery (Quantock Health Centre) 
Health Walking Group 
Short Mat Bowls 

St Audries Centre 
Steart Marshes car park 
Victory Hall 

from 11.00 am 
2.00pm 

7.30 - 9.30 pm

Tuesday

Tai Chi 
Health Walking Group 
Bingo Afternoon 
Parish Council Meeting (2nd  Tuesdays) 
Poetry Reading  (monthly - ring Phil 733377) 
Quantock Musical Theatre Company 

Victory Hall 
Quantock Medical Centre 
St Audries Centre 
Victory Hall 
Church Rooms 
Youth Club 

10.30 am - 11.30 am 
11.00 am 
2.00 pm 
7.15 pm 
7.30 pm 
7.30 pm 

Wednesday

Singing Group (Nether Stowey) 
Community Employment Advice Hub (fortnightly) 
Forget-Me-Not Café (fortnightly) 
Movement to Music (Age Concern) 
Stogursey Craft Club (1st Weds) Contact  Cathy 734707 
Tennis Club  
Stogursey Craft Club  (3rd Wednesdays) 
Women’s Institute Meeting (2nd  Wednesdays)

Stable Loft Church Centre 
Greyhound Inn 
Church Rooms 
Victory Hall 
Church Rooms 
Multi-sport Court, V Hall 
Church Rooms 
St Audries Centre

10.00 am   
9.30 am - 12.00 noon 

10.30 am - 12 noon             
11.30 am - 12.30 pm 
 2.00 pm   - 5.00 pm 

6.30 pm 
7.00 - 9.00 pm 

7.30 pm

Thursday
Stogursey Surgery (Cannington Health Centre) 
Bingo Evening 
Apple Blossom Sangha (contact Ralph 732690) 

Church Rooms 
Victory Hall 
Shurton 

from 3.00 pm 
7.30 - 9.30 pm 

7.30 pm

Friday

Stogursey Surgery (Quantock Health Centre) 
Coffee Shop 
EdF Monthly Drop-In 
Messi Club (1st Fridays) 
St Andrew’s Church Junior Youth Club (contact Nicky Morgan) 
Line Dancing    

St Audries Centre 
Church Rooms 
see details below 
Church Rooms 
Church Rooms 
Victory Hall

from 11.00 am 
10.00 am - 12 noon 

venue specific 
4.15 - 6.00 pm 
6.00 - 7.30 pm 
7.30 - 9.30 pm

Saturday 
Sunday

Football - Men           (for details contact Steve Dixon 
Football - Boys.           01278 733850) 

September - April 
September - April 2.00 - 3.00 pm
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SERVICES IN THE QUANTOCK COAST BENEFICE : JULY 2019

CHURCH 7th July 
Trinity 3 

14th July 
Trinity 4

21st July 
Trinity 5

 28th July 
Rural Mission 

Sunday

EAST QH 9.30am 
Eucharist 

3.00pm 
Service of Animal 

Blessing 

8.00am 
Eucharist (BCP) -

FIDDINGTON 9.00am 
Eucharist 

9.00am 
Eucharist 

9.00am 
Eucharist (BCP) -

HOLFORD 6.30pm 
Evensong 

9.30am 
Eucharist (BCP) 

11.00am 
Mattins 

 

-

KILVE 11.00am 
Eucharist 

11.00am 
Family Service 

9.30am 
Eucharist -

STOGURSEY 10.30am 
Morning Praise 

10.30am 
Family Eucharist 

10.30am 
Eucharist - 

STRINGSTON
11.00am 

Family Service -
11.00am 
Eucharist 

10.00am 
Benefice Eucharist 

WEST QH
9.30am 

Eucharist 
9.30am 

Eucharist 
9.30am 

Family Service -

Liturgical colour 
& Readings Green Green Green Green

1st Reading Isaiah 66: 10 -14 Deuteronomy 30: 
  9-14

Genesis 18 : 1-10a TBC

2nd  Reading Galatians 6: 1 -16 Colossians 1:1-14 Colossians 1 : 15-28 TBC

Gospel Luke 10 :  1-11,  
16-20

Luke 10 :25 -37 Luke 10 : 38-42 TBC



Thank you  
I wish to say a very Big thank you to our present and past 
councillors for the wonderful  garden bench seat they so 
kindly gave to me as a leaving gift.  Over the past 36 
years as a Parish Councillor I have been fortunate to 
have worked with many wonderful Parish Councillors and 
excellent Parish Clerks, plus our District and County 
Councillors all of them helping and supporting our 
community. 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish our newly 
appointed Parish Councillors all my very best wishes for 
the future, and hope that they will find their new role as 
councillors very interesting and rewarding.  Once again 
thank you so much for your very generous gift. 

Yours  sincerely  
Allan  Searle       

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Meeting with Ian Liddell-Grainger MP 
regarding planning applications in Stogursey 

We met with Mr Liddell-Grainger recently to express our 
opposition regarding the proposed development of the 
Glebe Field.  We also told him about the recent open 
meetings (Parish Council and in The Greyhound) and 
conveyed to him the depth of feeling expressed by 
villagers about their opposition to the new housing 
proposal for Shurton Lane and concerns about traffic in 
the High Street now and how the proposed 
developments  would negatively impact on village life.  

He was aware of his constituents' concerns about the 
traffic situation but was unaware of the proposed housing 
developments.  He supported our view that the 
developments were not in the interests of the village, 
especially at a time when “as the closest large village to 
the HPC site we are already putting up with a lot...” 

He promised to come to Stogursey and “walk the ground” 
with us and we discussed avenues open to the village in 
opposing the proposed developments.  When his visit is 
arranged we will let villagers know through Stogursey 
News and online forums. 

Mike Gardner & Steve Wardle 

Contact details, please 
We cannot publish any anonymous items that we receive.   
Please add your name and a telephone number or 
(email) address to your article.  Our guidelines, “How to 
Contribute to Stogursey News” are printed every month 
on the  inside of the cover.  

Editorial Team 

Barking Dogs? 
Hi, I’m new to this area and I have just been informed by 
my neighbour that people from the village have been 
saying that my dogs have been barking all day and all 
night.  I just want to make it clear that it isn’t my dogs 
barking.  

My daughter and her baby are at home all day and I’m 
home in the evening.  I can assure you that it isn’t mine 
but I have heard other dogs barking from time to time.   

If anyone feels they need to speak to me,  please feel 
free to knock on my door.  My name is Jacqui and I live at 
3 Forge Corner. 

Thanks for finding the time to read this. 
Jacqui 

Football News 
I receive the Stogursey News each month, which I enjoy 
reading. 

My late father, Stanley Graddon, played football for 
Stogursey and I have two of the medals he won.  One is 
silver with a gold shield on the front and dated 1922-23 
and on the back ‘West Somerset Junior League’.  The 
second medal is again silver with a gold shield on the 
front but no date. 

My late husband, Leonard Rich,  also played football for 
Stogursey and I have the medal he won in 1947-8 
stamped ‘Winners League Knockout’.  I also have 
hospital cups with L. Rich on them.  The three medals are 
one-inch in diameter.   

I remember my father wearing his on his silver watch 
chain on Sundays.  He was so proud of them.  I now wear 
them on a small chain as a necklace. 

It would be interesting to hear if anyone else in the 
Stogursey area has similar or the same medals. 

I really am amazed that in the 1920’s, when the country 
was in the depression after  the First World War, that 
silver and gold medals were being given out. 

PS  I hope to live long enough to see the new Village 
Hall.  I remember well when we had the new Victory Hall 
for dances after the dances on the school hall floor, which 
was full of bumps and nails,  and the trapdoor in the 
middle that I always seemed to trip on!  Happy days (and 
nights!)  

Rosemary Rich (née Graddon),   
North Petherton 

Please send email articles to stogurseynews@hotmail.co.uk, or put handwritten/typed contributions into the News box in the Post Office.
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VICTORY HALL – UPDATE 

The trustees of the Victory Hall are pleased to announce 
that after a great deal of hard work and “hoop jumping”, 
we have now managed to secure sufficient funds to build 
Stogursey a new village hall.   

Following consultations with the architects, we have now 
evaluated all the quotations we had received and, on 31st 
May, we awarded the contract to demolish the old hall 
and build the new hall to Harris Bros & Collard.  This 
company is local, being based in Bridgwater, and has 
many years’ experience of constructing similar buildings.  
We have also retained the services of LED Architects to 
manage the project.  We are confident that both 
companies will do a good job for the village.  
Unfortunately, we will have to wait for a few weeks whilst 
the utility companies relocate the mains services which 
cross the site.  Following this work, the contractors will 
then be able to take over the site and begin work. 

On 27th April, the trustees invited members of the parish 
of Stogursey to join us at the Victory Hall for a final 
farewell to the hall.  Those who attended all had a very 
enjoyable evening and we feel that we gave the Victory 
Hall a suitable send-off. 

The trustees would like to take this opportunity to thank 
all those in the village and surrounding areas who have 
been so very supportive over the last few years, both in 
terms of time, ideas and donations.   

Thank you all very much. 

STAGECOACH S.O.S. 
Co-ordinators needed 

Desperately looking for a Good Samaritan to join the 
Stagecoach team as a Relief Co-ordinator to help out 
when our regular ladies are unavailable. 

No driving involved, just need to be able to take 
messages from the Stagecoach phone and contact 
drivers to allocate the jobs. 

If you are interested in helping or would like to know 
more, please contact 

Linda Brown 01278 734794  

VICTORY HALL LOTTERY 
May 2019 DRAW 
   1st Prize  £25.00  Sylvie Hibbs 105   

2nd Prize £15.00  Rachel Pearce 115 
  3rd Prize £10.00  Marge England 110 

A REQUEST FOR HELP 
As I am sure many of you know, the trustees of the 
Victory Hall have recently completely re-decorated and 
refurbished the Youth Club with new equipment, a new 
kitchen and refreshment area, and a quiet room. 

We now need to address the outside of the building and, 
at present, it is in need of redecorating.  Many of the 
trustees are getting on in age and, whilst they are more 
than willing to undertake the work needed, they would be 
most grateful if any parents of youth club members or, 
indeed, any other members of the community would be 
able to contribute some of their time to help. 

We intend to undertake this work during the school 
holidays when, hopefully, the weather will be suitable.  If 
anyone is able to help us to finish decorating this building, 
please contact either: 

Chris Ford  – 01278 732191 
Allan Searle  – 01278 732820 
Ron Dyer  – 01278 732688 

Thanking you in advance for your help.  It will be very 
much appreciated. 

Summer BBQ 

at Fishers, Shurton 
Saturday 13th July 

from 5.30 pm 

£6.50 (adults),   £3 (5-11 yr olds) 
Free (under-5s) 

Price includes: one sausage & one burger 
(gluten- and meat-free available) with rolls, 

variety of salads, dessert. 

Bring your own drink and warm clothes/blanket. 

If it’s raining on the day, ring Ian/Teresa on 733052  
to check that it’s still happening. 

Please send email articles to stogurseynews@hotmail.co.uk, or put handwritten/typed contributions into the News box in the Post Office.
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Stogursey Forget-me-Not Café 

Summer Dates: 
♦ Wednesday 10th July  - Homemade Cake, puzzles 

and singing 
♦ Wednesday 24th July - Coffee and Homemade Cake, 

musical instruments,  and singing 
♦ Wednesday 7th August  - Coffee, Chat, & Homemade 

Cake, Singing and Games 

Rose and Helen would like to say a BIG THANK YOU to 
everyone who has supported the Café since we started in 
January and we’re pleased to say it’s going very well. The 
Café is a very happy place to be, full of fun and laughter. 
  A big thank you to Bob Page for a very amusing recital 
and poem which everyone enjoyed, Bob will visit us 
again.  Easter time was fun, we all made Easter Bonnets 
which were very colourful and imaginative.  Janet Kroner 
was kind enough to come and judge the bonnets – Thank 
you very much Janet, you did a wonderful job. 

Thank you also to all our wonderful helpers; we couldn’t 
do this without you. 

More activities are in the pipeline, we’ll let you know 
soon! 

We’ll be pleased to welcome anyone who’d like to come 
from Stogursey and any of the surrounding villages.  
Stogursey Forget-Me-Not Café is held in the Church 
Rooms, Castle Street, Stogursey  
every other Wednesday from 10.30 – 12.00. 

Contact: 
Helen: 01278 734818 - 
helencuttell@btinternet.com 
Rose: 01278 733395 -  
rosechalk@icloud.com.       INSTAGRAM 

HOLFORD GARDENERS GROUP 

MEMBERS’ GARDEN MEETING   
July 16th  6.30pm 

Contact: G Richardson 01278 741130 

FLOWER SHOW 
Saturday August 3rd   2.00 - 4.30pm 

HOLFORD AND DISTRICT VILLAGE HALL 

Hi Cinema goers 
Not the best summer so far, we 
didn't exactly have a flaming June, 
so let's hope July is more promising.   

Maybe a trip to the Soap Factory Cinema to watch this 
month’s film:  Sometimes, always, never! 
A man searches tirelessly for his missing son who he has 
not seen in years.  When a body is located, the entire 
family's life is turned upside down and they must all learn 
how to reconnect with one another; with Bill Nighy as the 
ageing word wizard searching for his estranged son.    

So sit back and enjoy a relaxing evening at  the  
Soap Factory Cinema, Church Rooms, Stogursey 
Thursday 25th July.     
Doors open at 7pm film starts at 7.30pm. 

Refreshments are available to purchase on arrival and at 
the interval.  We will also be adding ice creams, from our 
local Blackmore Farm, to the list of refreshments. 

Tickets £6 available from the Post Office or on the door.  
And not forgetting about the raffle with a chance to win 
tickets for the following months’ films.  

Look forward to seeing you all. 
The Soap Factory Team 

Somerset West Lodging Scheme  
This is a project which has been set up to create 
additional bed spaces in the Sedgemoor and Taunton and 
West Somerset Areas. 
  
This is a free service which supports those with a spare 
room who may wish to earn an additional income though 
creating lodgings.  This is achieved with the assistance of 
grant-funding to ensure that lodgings are created legally 
and to a good quality and safety standard. 
  
The scheme also welcomes those who may be finding it 
hard to find affordable one-bedroom accommodation. 
  
We are in the process of raising awareness of the project, 
find out more by following the link:  

https://www.facebook.com/Somerset-West-Lodging-
Scheme-732677167064485/?__tn__=%2Cd%2CP-
R&eid=ARD5Qjmz7MBHiQsRPfwITstJdmXzG8JRWZyTw
rQOu5_VaLdfGjWXZqW6-UhGz2fr_AbBbWlPgRrwjrj4 
  

Lisa Godfrey, YMCA Bridgwater 

Please send email articles to stogurseynews@hotmail.co.uk, or put handwritten/typed contributions into the News box in the Post Office.
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Stogursey Arts Trust 
“The secret of patience is to do something else in the meantime”       Croft M Pentz

After many months of patient renegotiation, we are now 
able to announce that the follow-up Ark Exhibition will now 
go ahead at Bridgwater Arts Centre in 2019.  You may 
recall that last October we had to cancel the exhibition due 
to emergency building works at BAC. The rescheduled 
dates, a year on from the original ones, will enable us to 
coincide this exhibition with our annual Arts Festival.  
Coincidentally we will use this as an opportunity to draw 
visitors’ attention to the Festival events in Stogursey.  

The concept of the Ark yielded some excellent work, for 
which we are seeking funding to produce a limited edition/
souvenir publication.  If we are successful this will be on 
sale during the exhibition and the Festival to raise funds 
for local Arts events.  

In the meantime we are pursuing ideas to make a 
statement about the building and planning concerns that 
have been proposed, through the theme 'Our Right to a 
View'. To give you a taster of what you may get to see at 
the Festival this year, we are working on an idea, which 
involves drawing a continuous panoramic landscape/view 
on a massive roll of paper to cover one side of the church 
exhibition space.  

It will be an interactive piece and we will invite everyone in 
the village to come along and add something directly onto 
the panorama, through drawing, collage, writing etc and 
basically cover up and obscure the beautiful view.  All 
contributions, no matter how big or small should make or 
express your point of view in response to proposals, which 
may destroy our beautiful landscape as seen from the 
village.  

We are also thinking of filming this activity over time, 
recording peoples' comments as they are working and 
adding to the panorama.  We may do some interviews to 
capture the thoughts of the ‘artists’ (defined as any one 
who contributes to the exercise), so this would stand as a 
piece in its own right.  It could then be posted or screened 
as further promotion of how the village feels. 

If every one signed the ‘artwork’, it could form a ‘visual 
petition’ for ‘Our Right to a View’.  

We are also looking for other areas of work for the 
exhibitions which could involve landscape painting, 
drawing and photography; poetry, performance (of 
protest), music etc. which will be expressions of ideas, 
reactions, feelings about what you, the ‘artists’ see.  

We need as many people as we can to be involved and if 
you want to discuss your ideas, come along to future 
‘open’ meetings in the coming months, where we will 
facilitate opportunities for you to talk to our team members 
about what it is you would like to make or do in celebrating 
our landscape(s) and in particular what it means to us 
today.  

For details look on our website:  
www.stogurseyartsfestival.co.uk  where you will find 
details of all our events along with our latest news and 
updates. 

Key contacts: Tim Kaye on 734550 and  
Ian Elenor on 733052.  

Mike Bradshaw for Stogursey Arts 

This year’s Quantock International Guitar Festival reaches 
its star-studded climax on Sunday 14 July when the 
legendary John Williams plays the headline concert. 

For his Quantock Festival concert, John Williams will be 
joined by his two favourite guitarists: the great jazz 
guitarist John Etheridge and Gary Ryan, the UK’s leading 
classical player. 

John Williams shot to fame when he performed the theme 
tune on Robert de Niro's Holllywood blockbuster film The 
Deer Hunter.  Since then he has released over 40 best-
selling albums.   

Now, to meet the huge demand for tickets, the concert has 
been moved from the Festival’s marquee to the wonderful 
McMillan Theatre. 

The move to Bridgwater has allowed the organisers to 
hold back in reserve 20 seats for residents of local 
villages. If you would like to claim some of these please 
phone 01823 451162 or email the box office direct: 
hello@musiconthequantocks.com. 

World-class music in Quantock villages continues 
throughout the summer and autumn with jazz concerts 
featuring the work of Django Reinhardt, the visit of one of 
Germany’s top chamber orchestras, and choral concerts 
by three of London top choirs: Harry Christophers & The 
Sixteen, Gothic Voices and St Paul’s Cathedral’s group 
the Cardinall’s Musicke.   

To find out more, book tickets, or go on the mailing list, 
please visit www.musiconthequantocks.com. 

                          World-Class Concert   by   JOHN WILLIAMS
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Notes from The Quantock Medical Centre 
I thought I’d write a little bit about why you might get 
asked some questions when you ring up for an 
appointment so that you will understand that the 
reception team are not just being nosey! 

You will have read in the papers and in the news that GP 
Practices are constantly under extreme pressure, and in 
order to manage the work load we need to be able to 
prioritise our work. 

At our practice you are able to book your appointments 
ahead throughout the year to fit in with your work 
patterns.  We also hold a number of appointments each 
day for urgent cases that require medical attention more 
urgently. 
  
The reception staff are members of the practice team and 
it has been agreed that they SHOULD ask patients “why 
they need to be seen”.  Reception staff are trained to ask 
certain questions in order to ensure that you 
- receive the most appropriate medical care,  
- from the most appropriate health professional,  
- at the most appropriate time. 
  
Receptionists are asked by the Partners to collect brief 
information from patients to: 

1. help doctors prioritise house visits and phone calls, 
2. ensure that all patients receive the appropriate level 

of  care, 

3. direct patients to see the Advanced Nurse 
Practitioner or other health professional rather than a 
doctor where appropriate. 

  
Reception staff, like all members of the team, are bound 
by confidentiality rules: 

• Any information given by you is treated as 
STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL. 

• You can ask to speak to a receptionist in private 
away from the reception. 

• If you feel an issue is extremely private and do 
not wish to say what this is then this will of 
course be respected. 

The Practice would take any breach of confidentiality very 
seriously and deal with this accordingly. 

Thank you for your support. 

Helen Stacey, Practice Manager 

News from your Village Agent 
Taking the Pressure off Doctors Surgeries  
We are all aware of the GP recruitment crisis affecting 
many of our surgeries and which has a further impact on 
our Accident and Emergency Departments.   As long ago 
as August 2017,  Dr Helena McKeown BMA South West 
Regional Council Chair wrote a letter to the Gazette 
stating, “Without proper investment in primary care, the 
knock-on effects on the rest of the health service and 
society as a whole will cost the government dearly in the 
long run.”  

So what is the best process for accessing care? 

No appointment needed: 
Pharmacies are a good place to start and some are 24-
hour, just ask at the counter for details.   As qualified 
healthcare professionals, pharmacists can offer clinical 
advice and over-the-counter medicines for a range of 
minor illnesses, such as coughs, colds, sore throats, 
tummy trouble and aches and pains.  www.nhs.uk/using-
the-nhs/nhs-services/pharmacies.  They can also support 
you with advice on prescribed medicine. 

You may not need a doctor: 
Our surgeries are also investing in the employment of a 
range of health professionals.  When you book an 
appointment you may be able to be seen quicker by 
someone other than a doctor who has the correct 
qualifications to treat your symptoms.  Find out how your 
surgery prefer you to book appointments before you need 
one so you can access help quickly when you need it. 

By phone: 
If you are unsure who you should see, especially if you are 
concerned during surgery out-of-hours, dial 111 for instant 
telephone advice or go online https://111.nhs.uk.  

 DIY Healthcare 
Invest in self-care by reading about your own potential 
health conditions and ensuring that you have the correct 
diet and lifestyle to keep you healthy.  Stock up on simple 
medication and learn about the symptoms of potential 
illness such as stroke or heart attack. 
Remember there is a Talking Café offering free support and 
advice in the new pavillion building on Williton Memorial 
Ground. It takes place every Tuesday morning from 10am 
-12noon.  Please come to relax and have a chat, with free 
refreshments , either for advice or just  to enjoy the company 
of other local people! 
Please phone me, your village agent, on 07931 018045. 
Leave me your name and number and I will ring you back.  Or 
email me on izzy@somersetrcc.org.uk .  I work Monday to 
Thursday. 

Izzy Sylvester 

Please send email articles to stogurseynews@hotmail.co.uk, or put handwritten/typed contributions into the News box in the Post Office.
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Pupil’s voices…..What do you think of school? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 

Oh! I do like to be beside the seaside 
 

 

 
Stogursey CE Primary School  
 

Mr Tucker, the new 
headteacher at Stogursey 
School has been finding out 
what the children really 
think of life at school. Each 
child was asked to come up 
with one word that describes 
the school. The bigger the 
word, the more children said 
it.  
 
Kind, Fun, Happy, Exciting, 
Beautiful and Good came 
out on top . . . and the 
‘boring’ gives teachers 
something to work on! 

Despite some terribly heavy rain, the whole 
school enjoyed a trip to Minehead as they 
have been learning about the Victorians and 
the seaside.  Starting with a coach ride to 
the station to take the West Somerset 
railway steam train to Minehead, they  had 
a rainy walk around the harbour before 
playing on the beach and  then took 
welcome shelter from the rain at the 
Minehead Eye. 
 
Year 3 children Riley F, Cody, Saul, Cara, 
Chloe, Winter-Rose, Willow and Riley C 
share their thoughts about the day.  
 



Headteacher Mr G Tucker Tel 01278 732389 email stogurseyschool@educ.somerset.gov.uk website www.stogurseyprimaryschool.co.uk 
 
 

 
The train was fun, amazing, exciting and phenomenal.  It 
was like the Hogwarts Express!  On the train the other 
passengers were old men and women, but we were the 
only school children.  We were a little bit frightened and 
scared because the train moved so fast and tilted, it made 
Winter-Rose feel dizzy.  Sometimes we thought we were 
going to come off the track but when we got used to it, it 
was fun.  
 
“I love trains” said Saul. “The trains use coal as fuel, which 
burns to heat water which turns into steam.  The steam 
creates pressure that drives the pistons, which makes the 
train move.”  We all wondered what the gold rings at the 
bottom of the train were for. 
 
When we arrived at Minehead, it was pouring down, we 
were drenched! We went on a wet walk.  We were 
squelching, soggy and wet. We walked from the Minehead 
Eye to the harbour and some of us went into the lifeguard 
station. It was a long way and we were exhausted.  Even 
though it was raining we still felt hot.  We followed the shells which led to the boats.  We saw some boats 
that were on the sand because the tide was out, and we learned a bit about how a harbour works.  No 
dogs are allowed on the beach in summer. 
 
We went to a museum and we did quizzes and we saw Punch and Judy puppets. Everything in the museum 
was interesting, but the best thing was the model railway in a big glass box with a little hotel when you 
pressed a button the lights came on.  It was really pretty with little people and seats and tables.  

 
At the Minehead Eye we went to the skatepark, we played 
dodgeball, parachutes or catch, skipping, and we could 
watch movies.  
 
When it stopped raining for a little while we went on the 
beach.  We drew on the sand, we wrote our names and 
made patterns with our feet and we made a “share the 
love” logo.  Riley and Cara made patterns of a house, with a 
basement and a toilet but didn’t have a bathroom!  We got 
told off for burying each other.   We were drawing pictures 
in the sand and then we made them disappear with our 
hands.  We made up stories about the things that we made 
from sand, coming to life.  
 
We ran and jumped into the soft sand but you had to be 
careful not to land on your bottom or your knees which 
was painful.  We pretended the seaweed was treasure.  
The seaweed was prickly, slimy and soft with bubbles in it 
that popped loudly and surprised us.  


